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Barkston Ash Catholic Primary School 

‘With God’s guidance we grow and learn’ 

 

                                  Dear Parents and Carers 

It is hard to believe that we are at the end of the spring term already!  As we embark upon our 

Easter break, I would like to take this opportunity to share some positive news with you. 

Our school has been named in the Times 2023 top 500 schools in the country list.  Out of all state 
primary schools in the North of England, we are ranked 7th, and we are the highest ranked primary 
school out of all Catholic primary schools within the Diocese of Leeds!  This is a fantastic 
achievement for our whole school community and it is lovely to have the external recognition that 
the staff and children deserve for their continued hard work and dedication to learning.      
 

Another reason to celebrate in school this week has been our fantastic Easter performances.  The EYFS/KS1 Easter 

Bonnet celebration and the KS2 Performing Arts Club performances of Easter Praise were both wonderful; we are 

very proud of the children! Thank you for supporting these special events.   
 

GIVE, ACT and PRAY during Lent 

A huge thank you to all of our fundraisers who have made a massive effort 

throughout Lent to support charities.  Thank you to all families and everyone 

who has supported the children in their endeavors. 

This week, Lacey, Lexi, Tai and Chloe have raised approximately £85 (still to be counted!) for the RSPCA.  Well done 

girls!  The lucky winners of the ‘Count the Bones’ competition were: 1st Seb (C5) 2nd Esme (C1) 3rd Chloe (C2). 

Also, Megan, Charlotte and Benus have raised approximately £30 (still to be counted!) for the Special Care Baby unit 

at York.  Well done to you all! 

Have a happy and Holy Easter break, and we will see you back in school on Tuesday 18th April 

Mrs Vaughan 

 

Virtue  Our Virtue for the second part of this half-term is ‘Compassion’.  “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32).  A general definition of compassion is 
sympathy and concern for the suffering of others and a desire to alleviate such suffering. God is compassionate. He is 
sympathetic to the suffering of His people.  God's compassion is related to His mercy, kindness, patience, grace, 
forgiveness and love. God's compassion compels Him to take action, and we strive to be like Him, taking action, 
giving and praying for those in need, especially during Lent.   
 

Weekly Mission  To understand why Holy Week is special. 

Prayer of the Week Angel of God: Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom God’s love commits me here.  Ever this 

day be at my side, to light and guard, to rule and guide.  Amen. 

Teampoint Winners  This week's winners are the Blue team with an average of 11.6 points!  Class 1 achieved the 

highest team point total with a fab 427 points collected this week!  Well done to the Blue team and Class 1!       
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Chaplaincy Team  In school, we have a Chaplaincy team which consists of Mrs C Ward, Mrs Vaughan and the 

Faith in Action children.  We regularly seek feedback from children across school regarding Catholic Life and take 

this on board in our planning. 

The next project, which our Faith in Action children are managing, is to create a Sacred Space as part of the school 

playground that all children can access independently if they wish to pray or have some time to reflect.  This will 

begin to take shape after the Easter break so look out for the developments!   

 

Spring Dates  Please see our school website calendar for all dates. www.barkstonash.n-yorks.sch.uk 

Dates coming soon: 

Sunday 2nd April- Children’s Liturgy at Mass at St Joseph the Worker church 

Tuesday 18th April- summer term begins 
Sunday 23rd April- First Holy Communion sessions starting after Mass  
 
Dates for the diary- Celebration Worship Assemblies: 
Class 1: Friday 28th April 
Class 2: Friday 5th May 
Class 3: Friday 12th May 
Class 4: Friday 19th May 
Class 5: Friday 26th May 
 
 
 
 

 

RNLI  Class 1 and Class 2 enjoyed learning all about our Key Stage Charity, the RNLI, by talking to our visitor, Alan. 
He told us all about the lifeboats and how to stay safe by the water. Some of us even got to dress up! We asked 
lots of brilliant questions. We all then had great fun 'welly wanging', with some fantastic throws! Thank you eve-
rybody for your donations.  

Marvellous Me APP update  It has come to our attention that some parents are no longer receiving notifications 
on their phone through the Marvellous Me APP.  If this applies to you, please check that you are using the most 
up-to-date version of the APP.   

 

Spelling Bee   Winning Class this half term is Class 5 with an average of 18.6, with 13 children scoring full marks.  

Well done, Class 5! 

Building works  A programme of repairs and improvements to the building will begin over the Easter holidays 
with the replacement of the flat roof above the corridor, office and toilets at the front of school. The work is ex-
pected to continue during the first 2 weeks of next term. There will be scaffolding and a workman’s cabin in the 
car park. Please take extra care.   
School funds the cost of all minor repairs to the school building in full and 10% of the cost of all major repairs and 
refurbishments. We are very grateful for all your contributions on ParentPay to the Voluntary Contribution 
Scheme (VCS) which help us to meet our costs for these building works. 
 
Helping Hands update  Our next meeting will be our Annual General Meeting on the evening of the 26th April at 
6.30pm in the school hall. At this meeting the current trustees will resign their positions and new appointments 
made. Please find attached details of the nomination process as well as the nomination form to complete with 
any nomination you have. These are to be returned to our email helpinghandspfa@gmail.com. 
  
Wishing everyone a fantastic Easter holiday! 
The Helping Hands Team 

Newsletters, Wednesday Word, curriculum letters, other letters and forms are available on the school website. 

http://www.barkstonash.n-yorks.sch.uk/
http://www.barkstonash.n-yorks.sch.uk/
mailto:helpinghandspfa@gmail.com


A huge thank you and well done to everyone who has worked hard to raise money for charity during Lent.  Today, 

certificates have been awarded to: 

Seren (C3)  Giannluca (C3)  Ted (C3)  Jemima G (C3)  Ava T-R (C3) 

Lacey (C4)  Lexi (C4)  Aila (C4)  Hannah S (C4)  Gracie (C4)  

Dom (C4)  Hannah W (C4)  Benus (C4)  Megan (C4)  Charlotte (C4) 

Tai (C4)   Chloe (C4)      

 

 

 

 

Let’s Celebrate!  

In Class 1, the children have been busy making 

Easter cards for friends and family members.  

 

 

   

 

In Class 2 this week, we have been learning about how we can help some-

one if they are injured. We learnt that we don't always need to call 999 

but can instead use a First Aid Kit to help. We filled our own first aid kits 

with a range of equipment to treat different injuries. 

 

 

 
In Class 3 this week, we have been learning about equivalent fractions. We used 

number lines and diagrams to help us identify fractions that were equivalent or 

have the same value as another. 

 

 

In Class 4 this week we have been orienteering this half term using maps and 
problem solving to complete courses. 

 
 
 

As part of our preparations for Easter, Class 5 took part in their own Stations of the 
Cross journey (up the stairwell and into the corridor). In pairs, we wrote our own pray-
ers, reflections or poems for the 'station' we were randomly assigned. Then, we read 
our parts as we reached the relevant stations. Whilst it is a solemn reflection on Jesus' 
suffering, we know the good news of his resurrection is coming! 

 
 
 

     
 

 

 


